THE WARS OF FREDERICK THE GREAT
frightfully in the course of this Seven Years War.
By 1763 East Prussia had been devastated, and
had been for four years in Russian occupation.
Silesia had been overrun five times by Russian and
Austrian armies. Berlin itself had been raided thrice.
The fine Prussian army that began the war had been
utterly exterminated, and its place had been taken
(under pressure of merciless conscription) by recruits
of very inferior quality. The government was bank-
rupt; the currency debased; the land laid waste;
industry ruined; commerce extinguished. When
in 1763 peace was made at Hubertsburg Frederick
found himself solitary in the midst of smoking ruins.
Nevertheless, he had survived, and he emerged
without the loss of a single acre of territory. The
anti-Prussian coalition had failed, and its failure was
due to (i) the withdrawal of Russia; (2) the
exhaustion of Austria; (3) the increasing absorption
of France in her maritime and colonial conflict with
Great Britain. The salvation of Prussia in 1763, in
fact, was primarily the work of Great Britain. She
kept the French employed; she defended Hanover
and so safeguarded Prussia's western frontier; she
lavishly subsidised the bankrupt Prussian king, and so
enabled him to hire the troops of other German princes.
But for her help, he must have gone under. Neither
in 1763, nor since, has Prussia adequately recognised
her debt to Britain. Gratitude was not a character-
istic of either Frederick the Great or his successors.
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